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[NCOURAGEME

FROM

ST. MONICA SODALITY

825 N Carpenter St, Chicago, IT. 60622 312-243-7373 - Fax 312-666-4653 /

Dear Members of the St. Monica Sodality:

As the St. Monica Sodality grew, our staff
in Chicago had to adjus’t, and develop a regular
format for our newsletter. I am pleasecl to an-
nounce that our staff now will be able to provicle
a quarterly newsletter. This newsletter will include
articles from our memloers as Weu as though’cful
insigh’cs for continued support of all our members.
We encourage all our members to remain firmly
rooted in your Faith as that special anchor to
which your children will even’tually return. We
thank you for your patience and your support.

[ wish especially to thank one of our biggest
romoters, Father Mitch Pacwa, S], who, when
Ee appears on EWTN Live (Mother Angelica’s TV
program), always mentions the St. Monica Sodal-
ity. The next morning after this show, p}lone calls
flood our rectory see]zing rayers and information
about the St. Monica So ality. We hope that with
this newslet’cer, we will all keep in better contact.
On page two is an excellent article which was in

our Chicago Archdiocesean paper The New World.

Feel free to circulate it among your friends.

Reflections on November. . .

the Month dedicated to the Holy Souls:

As she approac}led death, St. Monica re-
minded her son, St. Augus’cine, that it was not
important where she was to be l)uried, but that

it was important that she be remembered at the
Al’car of Gocl during Holy Mass.

There are so many today who forget the souls
of the faithful departecl, mistaleenly ’chinlzing that
all the souls immecliately enter the Beatific Vi-
sion of Heaven. Yet thougl'lou’c the his’tory of the
Church, sermons, writings of the great Saints, and
experiences of the Saints indicate a different pic-
ture. Many souls of the fai’chfuuy departed need
constant and claily prayer to assist them in a spe-
cial way of purification.
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While we are here on ear‘ch, we can provicle
that solace and comfort to those souls who are
most in need of our prayers. We should develop
in our daily routine of prayer a special remem-
brance of the faithful departed, starting with
members of our families, clergy and re]igious, and
especiaﬂy for the souls who have no one to pray
for them.

Padre Pio had a special devotion to the Holy
Souls and prayecl for them constan’cly in Masses,
suHerings, mor’cifica’tions, and claily prayers. He
would remind his Friars that the Holy Souls in
Purgatory are our dear friends and are always reacly
and wiHing to help us in our daily lives. Many
favors can be received though their intercession,
and Jchey are only waiting to help us through their
sufferings, to intercede with God for us.

The author of the famous Imitation o][Cerist
asks us to remember always the dear depar’ced
’chrough prayers and good worles, and that we
should also do many good works for the benefit
of our own souls while we have the chance in this

life.

We should pay no attention to those who
scoff or laugh at us, saying that Purgatory does
not exist. Perl’laps tl'ley even dare to say that it
is all in our imagination. If it is in our imagina-
tion, then it is also in the imaginations of all those
saints who have gone before us and who have left
their testimony behind them. There is a serious
obliga’tion on our part to pray for the deceased.

May I suggest that during this month of
November all members of the St. Monica Soclali’cy
call upon our good frien(ls, the Holy Souls in
Purgatory, to make intercession on behalf of chil-
dren and family members who have lost their faith.

Sincerely,
Rev. C. Frank P}liﬂips, C.R,, Moderator

St. Monica, pray for us.
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PRAYING FOR PRODIGALS

by Heidi Schlumpf, Associate Editor

Nothing pains a parent more than rising
early for Sunday Mass while a young adult child
sleeps late in the next room. Nagging, cajoling,
even threatening often fail to convince a young

adult who has left the faith.

But wl1at al70ut prayer?

That’s what a group of parents at St. John
Cantius Parish is doing. The St. Monica So-
dali’ty encourages parents to rely on the power
of prayer to guicle their adult children back to
the Catholic Church.

“The only thing that works is prayer,” says
one mo’cller, who asked that her name not ]:}:e
used. “I sincerely believe that the only way my
loved ones will return to the faith is Ly way of
prayer. | don’t think there’s any other way.”

And who better to pray to than a saint
who's “been Jchere, done that”?

St. Monica, the mother of St. Augustine,
is the patron saint of “those who are anxious
about the eternal salvation of their loved ones.”
Tradition says Augustine’s mother prayed for
more than 30 years before he abandoned the
Manichean heresy and his “scandalous” living.

Monica’s story inspires many of the par-
ents Who ga’cher at 7 p-m. on the firs’c Tues-
day of the month for Mass, recitation of the
rosary and a special novena prayer.

“When you get discouraged, her story can
hel get you through the day,” said one woman
at the Oct. 7 gathering. “She believed God can
do any’thing and that sometimes it takes a
miracle to turn things around.”

The St. Monica Sodality also provicles
support for the parents who find comfort in dis-
covering that Jchey’re not alone, that others are
struggling, with similar stories.

Traditional Ca’cholics, they raised their
children in the faith sent them to parochial
schools and expec’ced that the next generation
would carry on the traditions that are dear to
their hearts.

“It makes me very sad that they've fallen
away from the faith," said Carmen Cruz of her
four adult sons who have left the Catholic
Church. “My faith is very important to me. It’s

my fervent wish that t ey come back to the
church.”
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Several said Jchey believe it’s not “normal
Oor necessary for young peo le to question the
faith. Others blame Catho}fic schools for not
providing solid answers to their children’s ques-
tions. “Teen-agers are in no position to be chal-
1enging the faith," said Mary Lou Mockus.
“And the so-called ‘Catholic’ institutions in a
sense defrauded us Ly not reinforcing the faith.”

Resurrectionist Father C. Frank Phillips,
pastor of St. John Cantius and the soclality’s
moderator, ’caught high school for many years.
“Kids do question,” he said. “But at the present
time there are very few people who can guicle
them ‘c}lrough the questions to greater under-
standing.”

In its short history, the group has claimed
some successes, though not aﬁ of the sheep who
return to the flock are necessarily young. One
of the first petitions larough’c to the group was
for a woman who had left the church 60 years
ago. “Through the intercession of St. Monica,
she returned to the faith, went to confession
and received the sacraments,” reportecl sodal-
ity member Shirley Cichy.

Ninety-two-year old Josephine DiFranco

prayed for 35 years for her hushand to convert to
Catholicism. Six years before he died, he did.
“God bless him, he died a happy dea’ch,” she said.

A.J. Dietze said she has seen results in her
own family. “Since I've been coming here, my
son started praying before the Blessed Sacra-
ment,” she said. “That’s miraculous in i’cself, 7
she said. “I really do credit coming here, pray-
ing to St. Monica.”

Although people come with their own per-
sonal petitions, the group prays for each other’s
intentions—the names ofwhom are placecl in
a basket on the altar.

“No 1onger is it just one family praying,
but everyone who’s involved all over the coun-
try and the world,” explained Phillips.

More than 500 St. Monica sodalities meet

for ]prayer and mutual support throughou’c the

world. When Jesuit Father Mitchell Pacwa men-
tioned the soclali’cy on Mother Angelica’s tele-

vision show, “the phones rang off the hook,”
Phillips said. “A Fot of people probably feel

’cheyyre alone in this situation,” he said. “Here
we find that we’re not. And rather than com-
plaining, this is a positive way we can build up

the lzingclom of God.”
from The New World, Chicago, Oct. 17, 1997

~

St. Monica, pray for us.

ENCOURAGE 11-97.pmd 2

PR

7/15/2005, 3:00 PM




Bl

REMEMBRANCE IN PRAYER

But now, with a heart healed from that
Wound, for which afterwards I blamed my merely
natural feelings, I pour out to You, our God,
in behalf of her who was Your hanclmaicl, a far
different kind of tears. These tears flow from a
spirit shaken Ly thought of the clangers beset-
ting every soul “that dies in Adam.” She had
been made to live in Christ even while not yet
released from the ﬂesh, and she had so lived as
to give praise of Your name L)y her faith and
conduct. Still, I dare not say that from the time
You regenerated her ]oy Laptism no word had
issued from her mouth contrary to Your com-
mandment. By the Tru’th, Your Son, it has been
said, “Whosoever shall say to his Lrotl'ler, ‘“Thou
fool,’ shall be in clanger of hell fire.” Woe even
to such life of men as can be praised if You
should set aside mercy and examine that life
carefuﬂy. But because You are not rigorous in
searching out sins, we conficlently hope to find
a place with You. Yet if a man numbers his true
merits before You, what else does he number
before You except Your own gif‘cs? Ah, if men
would know themselves to be but men, and if he
who glories would glory in the Lord.

Therefore, O my praise and my 1i£e, O God
of my hear’c, [ put aside for awhile her good
deeds, for which I give thanks to You with joy,
and I now beseech You in behalf of my mother's
sins. Hear me for the sake of Him Who is the
medicine of our wounds, of Him Who hung
upon the tree, of Him Who now sits at Your
Right Hand and makes intercession for us. I
know that she was merciful to others and that
from her heart she forgave her debtors their
debts. Do You also forgive her her debts, if she
contracted any in so many years after receiving
the water of salvation. Forgive her, Lord, for-
give her, I beseech You. Enter not into judgment
with her. Let Your mercy be exalted above Your
justice, for Your words are true, and You have
promisecl mercy to the merciful. Such You made
them to l)e, for You will have mercy on whom
You will have mercy, and You will show mercy
to whom You will show mercy.

[ believe that You have already done what
I aslz, but accept, @ Lord, “the free oHerings
of my mouth.” For when the clay of her dis-
solution was at hand, she did not think of hav-
ing her Locly ric}lly clothed or embalmed with

N

spices. She did not desire a carefully chosen
monument, nor did she care for a grave in her
own land. Such things she did not enjoin upon
us, but she desired only that she be remembered
at Your Altar, which she had served without the
loss of a single clay. For she knew that from it
would be dispensed that Holy Victim by Whom
“the hanclwriting of the decree that was against
us, which was contrary to us,” was blotted out,
’chrough Whose sacrifice was Vanquished that
enemy who counted up our offenses and sought
what he could 1ay against us, but found noth-
ing in Him in Whom we conquer. Who shall
pour back into Him His innocent blood? Who
shall repay Him the price l)y which He ]aought
us, so as to take us from Him? By the bond of
faith Your handmaid bound her soul to this
Sacrament of our reclemption; let no one sever
her from Your protection. Let neither the lion
nor the clragon put himself between You and her
]oy force or fraud. She will not answer that she
owes no deb’c, lest she be convicted and seized
lay her craf’ty accuser. She will answer that her
sins have been forgiven I)y Him to Whom no one
can return that price which He Who owed noth-

ing returned for us.

Therefore, may she rest in peace, toge’ther
with that husband before whom and after whom
she had no o’t]’ler, whom she obeyecl with pa-
tience, Lringing forth fruit to You so that she
might win him also to You. Inspire, O my Lord,
my God, inspire Your servants, my lare’cllren,
Your sons my masters, whom with voice and
heart and pen I serve, so that as many of them
as read these words may at Your Altar remem-
ber Monica, Your llanclmaicl, ’cogether with
Patricius, sometime her hushand, by whose flesh
you brough’t me into this 1ife, how I know not.
May ’they with devout affection remember them
who were my parents in this passing light, my
brethren under You our Father in our Catho-
lic Mother, and my fellow citizens in that eter-
nal ]erusalem, which Your pilgrim people sigh
after from their setting forth even to their re-
turn, so tha’t, more abundantly than through my
own prayers, my mother's last request of me may
be granted through the prayers of many, occa-
sioned })y these confessions.  Translated by John K. Ryan

FROM MONICA’S SON,
SAINT AUGUSTINE
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St. Monica, pray for us.
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1998 CALENDAR

AT ST. JOHN CANTIUS
Jan. 6—The Epiphany—Tues. 7:00 PM

Feb. 3—Tues. 7:00 PM
Mar. 3—Tues. 7:00 PM
April 7—Tues. 7:00 PM
May 5—Tues. 7:00 PM
June 2—Tues. 7:00 PM
July 7—Tues. 7:00 PM
Aug. 4—Tues. 7:00 PM

Aug. 25—Tues. 7:00 PM-Feast Day
Aug. 26—Tues. 7:00 PM
Aug. 27—Tues. 7:00 PM

Sept. 1—Tues. 7:00 PM
Oct. 6—Tues. 7:00 PM
Nov. 3—Tues. 7:00 PM
Dec. 1—Tues. 7:00 PM
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CARDINAL NEWMAN'’S PRAYER
FOR THE HOLY SOULS IN PURGATORY

Jesu! 1)y that shuddering dread which fell on Thee;
Jesu! ]3y that cold dismay which sickened Thee;
Jesu! ]oy that pang of heart which thrilled Thee;
Jesu! L)y that mount of sins which cripple& Thee;
Jesu! Ly that sense of guilt which stifled Thee;
Jesu! ]3y that innocence which gir(ﬂecl Thee;

Jesu! 1)y that sanctity which reigned in Thee;

Jesu! ]3y that Godhead which was one with Thee;
Jesu! spare those souls which are so dear to Thee;
Who in prison, calm and patient, wait for Thee;

Hasten, Lord, their hour, and bid them come
to Tl’lee;

To that glorious home where ’c}ley shall ever
gaze on Thee. Amen.

ENCOURAGEMENT

FROM
ST. MONICA SODALITY

825 N Carpenter St, Chicago, IL 60622
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